
Message from 
Dr. Meilman 

I wish to extend 

Illy grarit u Ie to our 

hundreds of ~UP I orr­
ers who attended 
the Z007 Hope For 

Tomorrow ch arity 

benefit [inner and 

also to those wh o were unable to partic i­

pa re and yet nevertheless supported us 

wirh donat ions and good wishes. Into 
want to acknowledge the many local 

bus iness patrons and our perso na l spon ­
sors. In addition, t he proccc Is from rhc 
ram . exceeded our cxpc ra t ions . I also 

want to tha nk the O'Con nors and the 

Shcedw (or be ing such gracious host 
taui ilics in 2 7. 

I am aware tha t ou r success as a foun .la­
t ion is d irec tl y a t t ribu ta ble to each and 
ev ery one of you an d not to co rpo rate 

spo nsors or to ve ndor obligati ons. This 
I t rul y va lue. Your interest in support ing 

Hope For Tomorrow is verv impo rt ant to 
me. 

I am pleased to annou nc e that in May 

20 , , the Hope For Tomorrow medical 

tea m an I vo lunteers will rerum to Peru. 
J know thar it is un usua l ro return to th e 

same count ry (or two consecut ive years. 
but I find that the need is grea t; th e 

poverty-stri cken Peruv ian s in the An­

des Mountains have no opportun ity to 

receive any type of medic al assistance. I 

believ e tha t our medi a l services are vcrv 

important. I am pleased that this year 
many are planning on part ic ipating. 
A ga in, my most since re th an ks to yo u 

for you r kindness, enthusiasm , de lica­

rion and bel ief in T h e Hope For To ma r­

row Foundat ion. 

If it were no t for hope...the heart would break. 

Vol. 3 Issue 1 

2007 A Connection: Peru, 
the Philippines and Buffalo, NY
 

Fnmalvll E1r;>, 

T hr ee Yllu n ~ pe ople rece ived an 
opportuni ty to improve th eir qual ­
ity' of life be yond their ima ginations . 
The: financ ial support of TIlt' I-lope 
For Tomorrow Foundation and the 
rec onst ruc t ive surgica l proced ures 
prov ide d by Dr. Jeffrey Me llman ga ve 
a young Peruvian ma n , Mo iscs Ramos 
Mullisaca, a F ilipino ch ild. Primalyn 
Elias and a Buffa lo te enager, Taylor 
Ingram. hope for a new l -cginning . 

1n a remote viIlagc in the Andes, 
duri ng 8 fest ival, Moises Ramos and 
hi s brother were warmi ng themse lves 
at a bonfi re in the square. An e lderly 
man , carrying an ope n bo t tl e of alco ­
hol tripped, dou sin g Mo iscs; flames 
enve lo ped hi s fac e and n eck and hi s 
alpaca swea te r mel ted into h is skin . 
C o n rrac tu res of the face and nec k, 
scarr ing o f the face and a lip deto r­
mi tv pre ven ted Mo ises fro m holding 
his head erect and [rom speak ing . H e 
left high schoo l d uring hi s fi rst year 
d ue to rid icule fro m hi s peers. \':i111ile 
sc reen ing pat ien ts fo r surge ry in [u ­
[iaca, Peru , Dr. Mcilma n noted that 
Moises would be ne fi t fro m bed and 
neck surge ry; ho weve r. th is type of 
surcc rv, req uiring sk in grafts and t\ 'i ­::? 7 .... 0..;. 

pec ially the t im e requ ired fo r fo llow 

up care. was no t fea sible to perform 
in the Peru vian se rting. Dr. Mcilman 
de c ided tha t <1 visit co Buffalo, N ew 
York could pro vide the n ecessary and 
needed reconst ruc t io n. Two Jays after 
h is arri val, Moises attended the 200 7 
Ho pe For Tomo rrow c ha rity heneflt 
dinne r. T h e fo1l0wing Mo nday, at 
Ken more Me rcy H osp ita l. with the 
assistance o f D r. Krzszro f Me rkel , t he 
anesth esiologist , Dr. Me ilrnan per­
formed exte nsive surgery on Mo iscs 
face a nd neck. After seve ra l days. he 
retm ne:l to hi s host family, Dan and 
]rma O 'C o n n o r. 

Another ch ild , Prirnalvn Elias , 
fro m Vill a G arci a , a small (Own in th e 
Ph il ipp ines, suffered fro m a do uble 
cleft pala te , T his left her malnour­
ished as she was unable to c hew or 
swallow an v food; sh e had th e ap­
pearance of a t wo year old . Melany 
Sheedy and he r hu sband Brian , of 
Wi ll ia ;nsv ille , N ew York, were visit ­
in,g fanl ily in the Ph ilipp ines wh ere 
Bri :-J n took pi ctu res o f the: children . 
A t this ti me , they n o t e d Pri malyn 's 
pr oblem. U po n rh e co up le 's return to 

Buffalo . they so ugh t the help o f T h e 
Hope Fo r Tomo rro w Foundation . Pri­
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